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Hitler's problematic nature, this cry with Kleist, "Don't upset
my intuition!" the determination to rely on the certainties
provided by auto-suggestion, has been made good use of by
the place-hunters and sycophants in the interests of their own
careers.
After my report Hitler asked me abruptly whether Poland
would remain neutral if he got to work in the West. I confess
that I was rather agitated by this question, after Germany had
only just come safely through the first danger zone, the danger
of a preventive war in which Poland had a particularly close
interest. With relations with Poland still obscure, such a
question was entirely idle. The only practical question would
have been how treaty relations could be established with
Poland so as to cover Germany's rear even without pressure on
Poland from Soviet Russia. I took the opportunity to put
before Hitler my views on the possibilities of further improving
the normal conditions now arrived at with Poland, after a
period of latent conflict, by concluding a positive pact. The
answer I received was: "I am, of course, very glad to be able to
pursue my eastern policy with Poland, instead of against her as
in the past." That cut short my opportunity of discussing the
possibility of a policy of alliance with Poland, an alliance
which might well have been attainable both then and later.
Poland had very practical reasons for such a policy, if her
partner were not too eager to pluck its fruits, which would have
taken a considerable time to ripen. At my first official visit to
Warsaw, in July 1933, I was asked by the Polish authorities to
use my influence to prevent the public discussion of such stupid
ideas as those of Rosenberg on the Ukraine. They were, for that
matter, by no means Rosenberg's alone. No less inconvenient
was the ventilation of the idea of "exchanging" the Corridor
for, say, Lithuania. Perhaps the German-Polish frontier issue
could find a solution later; it was certainly not the question on
which to begin. The first aim in a policy of peaceful revision, in